$t. Nicholas Preschool F{!;

St. Nicholas Partners with Grace Hill Heard Startto
ensure Preschool kids gets dental and physical checkup.

To assist parents, 5t Micholas partnered with Grace Hill Head Start and
Meaighborhood Health Centar to sucoessfully accomplished the health require-
ments necessary for the Headstart program. The Gracs Hill dental team came
to 5t Nicholas on Feb 19 and provided dental exams for 17children. Feb 22-25,
Fr. Mark, Ms. Fosalynn Declus, and Ms. Carmen Camp, transported 14 chil-
dren in our new school van to Murphy O'Fallon Grace Hill Clinic for physical
axams. The parents and children are to be commended for their cocperation.
Thanks to Grace Hill President and CEO Mr. Rodarick L. Jones and his staff.
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Grace Hill partners with St.Nicholas Preschool

to give the kids Dental Exams. geo°

Class of the Month
The Two year old class won the
Fr. MarkClags of the Month of
February . We thanks our two
vear olds and their teachers for

their inspiration .

Soccer Enrichment Program at St. Nicholas
Preschool-Thanks to Mr. Tom Baker

joccer enrichment. Pam MeCuller is the lead teacher.

4-5year
old girls of
St. Nicho-
las learn
soccer

skillsasa

Fr. Mark aud Tow Baker teacking the Iids
kow to play soccer,

My, Tom Baker and the 4 pear old HY class line up for

Mirs. Hortense Waotldns Celebrates Black History
Mownth with 5t. Nickolas Preschool

Mrs, Hortense Watldns came to the Praschool to

read to the children.
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My Dear Friends, Family
and Benefactors of St.
Nicholas Pre-School.
As we begin another
amazing journey with the
new administration of
our Pre-School, | want to
begin this first Newslet-

ter by expressing our

profound thanks and ap-

preciation to all of you

for your wonderful sup-

port which has enabled

us to keep our doors

open to these 109 kids

who will be leaders tomorrow.

Thanks to all our parents and grand parents for

choosing St. Nicholas Pre School and Day care

program for your child early development and for-

mation. We are extremely grateful to our benefac-

tors and donors for their financial support and
their in -kind donations. |
want to express my
thanks and appreciation
to all of you who re-
sponded generously to
our Major Fundraising
efforts to save our Pre-
school. Through your
generosity, we raised
about $82,000 exceed-
ing our initial goal of
$75,000 . Thank You

very much. May God bless you and increase your

resources.

Ourmission i s t o prepare
leaders for tomorrow. We do this by letting each
child know they are loved. We create a very posi-
tive and happy environment for our kids. We try to
provide the very best early childhood education
any child can receive irrespective of their social
economic status. We thank our partners, Grace
Hill Head Start , Arches, and above all our
Parents for choosing St.

Nicholas Pre-School to pre-

pare Children today to be

leaders tomorrow. May God

bless you. Fr Mark.

A Message From Alice Prince, M.A.

It has been such a divine pleasure to Chair this
wonderful Development Board. The Development
Board is comprised of a group of talented profes-
sionals who are passionate and driven by the chal-
lenge of stewardship from Archbishop Carlson.
Archbishop Carlson challenges us all to pray and
ask GOD how to use our
time, talents, and treas-
ures. Additionally, Fr.
Mark our celestial cru-
sader has embraced the
vision to upgrade and re-
model the classrooms ,
provide a new enriching
curriculum, and facilitate
professional development
workshops for faculty and staff. It is my belief that
saving this preschool
will save our commu-
nity.

Letdbs contijlnue to | N-
SPIRE, ENCOURAGE,
and UNITE to support
education. Children
today and leaders to-
MOorrow.

Prayers and Pennies Campaign:

Cardinal Ritter LOVES Our Children

todayds children to be

On February 26, 2010, Cardinal Ritter High School
invited St. Nicholas Preschool to a Black History
Program and presented a check to help support
our children. Thank you to the students and staff
at Cardinal Ritter Catholic High School for em-
bracing our mission. GODOG s

Spiritually Yours, Alice Prince

Interim Director Update

Our students at St. Nicholas Preschool are headed for the
top rung of success. Every class room is now set with a
curriculum specifically designed for the social, emotional,
physical and cognitive development for each age group.
The curriculum is based on developmentally appropriate
practices and incorporates the ideas of leading theorist in
Early Childhood Education that states children learn

most effectively through play. In addition to the academ-
ics they are currently participating in Music Appreciation
and soccer. The students from 6 weeks to 5 years old are
listening to and interacting with live performances and
music instruction. The students who are participating in
soccer are passionate about this program and are well on
their way to the American Soccer League.

One of the vital entities in ensuring well rounded educa-
tion for our youth is the community. Any academic pro-
gram set on a mission to develop students into leaders
must include the positive forces in their community. St.
Nicholas Preschool is located in an area that promotes
cultural diversity and is filled to the brim with resourceful
enriching opportunities and we try our best to take ad-
vantage of as many as we can. Recently our Head Start
and Preschool students were able to enrich their love of
literature and music by attending Powell Symphony Hall
for a concert focused on fairytales. The students were full
of excitement, smiles and happiness. They enjoyed every
aspect of the experience. Out St. Louis Fire Department
is a annual staple in our school community. They assist
our teachers with teaching the students about fire safety
which also gives the students a chance to become familiar
with firefighters in full gear. Some of our students acted
as ambassadors for the Preschool by accompanying Fa-
ther Mark to Cardinal Ritter College Preparatory High
School where he was honored as a positive member of our
community. Fr. Mark and the students were also pre-
sented with a donation raised by the students of Cardinal
Ritter through Pennies for Preschool fundraising cam-
paign.

During this month local firefighters returned to interact
with our students . The students excitement was almost
uncontrollable especially as they toured the fire truck and
even got to pull the horn. The students and staff at St,
Nicholas Preschool are proud of their accomplishments
and adventures in February and look with great anticipa-
tion towards the month of March. Carmen Camp

Interim Director cont.

February was National African American Read-In-

Month. St. Nicholas Preschool was an official read in

site. Community members, staff and families read
childrends books written by
to the students in Head Start B who were the host of

the event.

Class for the Month

Preschool Room
Ms. Loving, Ms. Ross, Ms. Smith

The Preschool room has been focusing on learning
about numbers by counting from 1 to 20, utilizing
shapes to identify numerals; labels sets of numbers;
using shapes to create patterns. The readings were
Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Wolves and
Somebody
and the
Three
Blairs.
Yipee it was
a 30s
month!!
Activities
took place
in our sci-
ence center
where we
learned
about tornadoes and made tornadoes from 2 liter
soda bottles. The students added water and glitter
and used hot glue to seal the two together. Use silver
electrical tape for reinforcement. Let sit for about 10
minutes. Let the kids spin and turn the bottles up-
side down. Observe the tornado form.

Two Year Olds
Ms. Parnell and Ms. Sanders

The 2 year olds started March madness learning
about the earth. Using the colors green, brown
and blue to symbolize grass (green); water (blue);
and mountains (brown). We also learned that the
shape of the earth is round like a circle and full of
people, places, and animals. The 2 year olds are
planning to celebrate St. Patrick's Day with a pot
of gold coins
and 4 leaf clo-
vers we made
ourselves. Our
motto is
can do it our-
selves 1.
bye for nowé



